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ACTS xxiv. 24, 25. 


And after certain days, when Felix came with bis wife 
Druſilla, which was a Jeweſs, he ſent for Paul, and 
heard him concerning the faith in Chriſt. And as Paul 
reaſoned of righteouſneſs, temperance, and Judgment to 
come, F. elix tremb. ed, 


As the di of Chriſt was publicly introduced 
into the world in a time of general tranquility, it at- 
tracted the notice of people of all ranks. And the 
important ſubje&s, of which it treats, are ſuch, as 
might deſervedly command their attention. 


Sou of the wiſeſt heathens, who had been long 
exerciſed with religious inquiries, were ſo impreſſed 
with the imperfection and darkneſs of the human mind 
that they earneſtly wiſhed for a teacher from heaven 
to inſtru them in the knowledge of divine things, 
to inform them of' their future deſtination ; that, if 
they were to exiſt in a future world, they might 
know how they ſhould moiſt effectually ſecure their 
beſt happineſs, It is ſaid, Socrates was ſo ſenſible of 
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the need of ſupernatural light on theſe intereſting ſub- 
jects, that he thought the benevolent Deity would at 
ſome time grant it to mankind, and he expreſſed 
ſuch a hope and expectation to his diſciples. With 4 
mind ſo much exerciſed with divine ſubjects, as his 
was, we may naturally ſuppoſe he would have been 
earneſtly deſirous of receiving inſtruction from Jeſus 
Chriſt, or his apoſtles, had he been alive in their time. 
But many of his ſucceſſors, who ſtudied, and adopted 
his opinions, were far from having his conviction of 
the importance and uſefulneſs of religious knowledge. 
They conſidered them as the amuſements of ſpecula- 
tive men : and valued them principally as themes, on 
which they could diſplay their ingenuity, and eloquence 
to advantage. Hence their religious or philoſophic 


inquiries ſerved rather to gratify their vanity, than to 


amend the hearts and lives of themſelves or their 
hearers. Curioſity therefore, rather than a deſire of 
improvement led the philoſophers of Greece and 
Rome to hear the apoſtles preach. And we may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe that the ſame principle induced Fe- 
lix to ſend for Paul, that he might hear him concern- 
ing the faith in Chriſt. He was probably acquainted 
with the ſyſtems of philoſophy, that were in faſhion at 
that day. Perhaps he had been often entertained 
with the ingenious diſputations and harrangues of the 


philoſophers and orators of his own country. As a 


new ſect was riſing in Judea, and ſpreading its tenets 
thro' the Roman empire, we need not wonder that bis 
curioſity 
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curioſity was excited tohtar one of its moſt celebrated 
advocates. Paul was his priſoner, and he might ex- 
pect entertainment from hearing him diſcourſe upon 
principles of the new philoſophy. We have no reaſon 
to think that he wiſhed to learn any rules of life from 
him, or to know what he ſhould do to be faved. Nei- 
ther the character of Felix, nor that of his wife Dru- 
filla will allow us to think that they wiſhed for any 
religious or moral inſtruction. Perhaps they had no 
object in view, but to fill up a little vacant time with 
amuſement in the interval of buſineſs and pleaſure ; 
or to relieve themſelves of the burden of an hour, 
that was lying heavy on them. As the priſoner was 
under the governor's command, it might ſeem conve- 
nient to make him ſubſervient to their pleaſure, or to 
uſe him as the Philiſtines did Samplon, to make 
| ſport for them. But as in that caſe, ſo in this, it be- 
came a more ſerious buſineſs than was expected. The 
ſport of the Philiſtines ſoon ended in their de ſtruction 
and the entertainment of Felix was as ſoon interrupted 
by alarming fears of the righteous judgment of God. 
Inſtead of pleaſing his fancy the apoſtle made a cloſe 
application to his conſcience, e 


Ir is thought this hiſtorical paſſage of ſcripture 
may ſuggeſt ſome inſtruction to a miniſter of Chriſt, 
that may be uſeful to him in the diſcharge of his offi- 
cial duty; and that it is therefore not unſuitable to 
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the occaſion of the preſent ſolemnity. It is no finall 


privilege to the miniſters of the goſpel to have before 


them fuch an example of wiſdom and fidelity as that 
of the apoſtje Paul. And happy are they, who honeſt= 
ly endeavour to imitate it, even tho' they ſhould fall 
far ſhort of the original, 


From this paſſage a miniſter may learn, 
I. Tux nature of the religion, which he is to teach. 


If. Txar he ſhould addreſs the reaſon and cone 
fciences of his hearers, rather than their paſſions. 


- 


III. Taar be ſhould do this in the way that is 
leaſt likely to provoke oppoſition from the prejudices 
and corruptions of their hearts. 


I, A miniſter may learn from this paſſage the 


nature of the religion which he ut to teach. 


Ir is evident from the whole tenor of the . 
that finners muſt be ſaved by grace, or they cannot be 
ſaved at all. It is abſurd in the extreme for a man to 
expect to be juſtified by a law, which he has broken. 
If we had not ſallen into a ſlate of ſin and miſery, 
from which we could not deliver ourſelves, it would 
be difficult, to ſay the leaſt, to account for the expen- 
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ſive proviſion, that is made for our deliverance from it. 
But when men of corrupt minds hear of the amazing 
love of God, and grace of the Saviour manifeſted in 
the redemption of fallen creatures, they are ready to 
infer that there is nothing for them to fear; that ſuch 
love and grace will never ſuffer them to be miſerable. 
And ſo long as they imagine Chriſtianity is calculated 
to releaſe them from their obligations to- lead lives ot 
ſtrict religious virtue, it may be expected they will 
give it a welcome reception. It is agreeable to one, 
who is devoted to the ſervice of his luſts, to hear of 
any way, by which he may get to heaven without for- 
ſaking his fins. He will be pleaſed with the religion 
of Chriſt, if he have no further knowledge of it, than 
that it teaches a way by which ſinners may eſcape the 
wrath to come. But when he learns that, in order to 
obtain eternal life, he muſt be humbled before God, 
repent of his ſins, deny himſelf, crucify the fleſh, and 
mortify his luſts, he thinks theſe hard ſayings : they 
are not agreeable to his taſte. And this 1s doubtleſs 
the true reaſon why multitudes are fo unwilling to 
learn what true religion is. They love darkneſs rather 
than light, becauſe their deeds are evil. But a faithful 
preacher will not conceal theſe all-1mportant doctrines 
of the goſpel, becauſe they may be diſagreeable to 
them. There is no doubt that Paul wiſhed to re- 
commend the religion of Chriſt to Felix ſo as to per- 
ſuade him to embrace it; but he would not diſguiſe 
B nor 
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nor miſrepreſent it to pleaſe his taſte, and gain his fa- 
vor. It is probable therefore that, when he was call 
ed upon by Felix to preach to him concerning the 
faith in Chriſt, he firſt explained to him ſome of the 
peculiar doctrines of the goſpel ; particularly thoſe, 
that relate to the miſſion, the character, the offices, 
the death and the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
the conſtituted Mediator between God and man, and 
through whom the bleſſings of pardon and eternal 
life are beſtowed. To paſs over theſe things in filence 
would have been an omiſſion not to be expected 
from one, who was not aſhamed to acknowledge that 


his Maſter was crucified, and who gloried in the croſs 
of Chriſt. 


As it was not the deſign of the hiftorian to give 
us a ſummary of the apoſtle's ſermon on that occa- 
ton, but to relate a remarkable fact, we are not to 
infer from his filence that Paul {poke of nothing, but 
what 1s here mentioned. So warm and uniform an 
advocate for the doctrine of ſalvation by grace would 
not leave Felix uninformed that eternal lite is the gift 
of God through Jelus Chriſt : nor having aſſerted that 
ve are vd by grace, would he leave him to infer 
that he might ſafely continue impenitent; he could 
not have him ſuppoſe that Chriſt was the miniſter of 
fin, or that he had diſſolved our obligations to lead ſo- 
ber and righteous lives. This was a point, on which 

he 
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he was aware that Felix might be very likely, and ve- 
ry willing to err. He therefore ſo explained the doc- 
trines of grace, as to ſhew that they are according to 
godlineſs, that they do not open a door to licentiouſ- 
neſs, nor give encouragement to fin, as a ſuperficial 
acquaintance with them might lead ſome to imagine. 
A teacher of religion, who neglects to do this, betrays 
the cauſe, which he is bound to ſupport ; for he grace 
of God, which bringeth ſalvation, teacheth us to deny un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſis, and to live ſoberly, righteoufly, 
and piouſiy in the world. The goſpel does not make 
void the law of God, nor encourage a looſe morality. 
There 1s nothing 1n it to flatter the umpenitent, nor to 
ſoothe the guilty, while he goes on in his wicked ways. 
While it teaches us, that here is no condemnation to them 
who are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not aſter the fleſh, but 
after the Spirit ;* it declares that God will render in- 
dionation and wrath to them who obey not the truth, but 
bey unrighteouſneſs.4++ It enforces the pureſt moral 
precepts by the moſt cogent arguments and. motives, 
which are calculated to operate on all the ſprings of hu- 
man conduct; and it affords helps and encouragements 
to purity ot heart and life, which no other ſyſtem of re- 
ligion ever did. The goſpel reveals the true charac- 
ter of God, who, though he pardons inigquity, tranſgreſ- 
fron and fin, will in no wiſe clear the guilty, Paul in 
e concerning the faith in Chriſt reaſoned of 
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righteouſneſs, temperance, and judgment to come. 
Fron this a miniſter of the goſpel may learn that to 
urge the neceſſity of holineſs is not derogating from 
the merits of Chriſt, nor the completeneſs of his righ- 
teouſneſs. Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and the perſonal 


Tighteouſneſs of a believer in him, are two diſtin& 


things; and both are equally neceſſary in their reſpec- 
tive places, and for their reſpective ends. The duties 
therefore, which we owe to God, to our neighbour and 
to ourſelves, are to be explained and enforced. Righ- 
teouſneſs in a large ſenſe comprehends the whole of 
moral rectitude. Sometunes the term is uſed to ſig- 
nify the duties which one man owes to another, ſuch as 
juſtice, truth, and charity, which are of eternal and un- 
changeable obligation. And if we are bouud to ren- 
der to man the things that are man's, we are alſo 
bound to render unto God the things that are God's. 


UnDER the head of temperance. are comprized 
all the perſonal virtues, the due government of our 
paſſions and appetites, ſobriety, chaſtity, patience, meek- 
neſs and humility. Theſe virtues are indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſſiry to the dignity and happineſs of human nature. 
The contrary vices degrade the man and give his 
mind ſuch a ſenſual turn, as diſqualifies him for be- 
ing uſeful to his fellow creatures, and renders him in- 
capable of the pure and refined pleaſures of virtue and 
religion. 
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Tux motives to a ſober, righteous and godly life, 
which the goſpel contains, are many and various, and 
adapted to the different diſpoſitions and characters of 
different perſons. Arguments drawn from the love of 
God and the Redeemer will have a great influence on 
ſome. In addreſſing Felix the apoſtle Paul brought up 
to view the reaſons which we have to expect a judg- 
ment. An event fo intereſting, and ſo awful, cannot 
be contemplated with indifference by any perſon, who 
is not Joſt to all reflection. When we conſider the 
moral character of God, and reflect that he has made 
us rational creatures, and moral agents, that he has 
made us capable of diſtinguiſhing good from evil, and 
that he has implanted in our breaſts a conſcience to 
approve, or to condemn us according to our conduct, 
it appears realonable to expect, that he will call us to 
an account, and make a diſtinction between the righ- 
teous and the wicked. This natural expectation is 
confirmed by the goſpel, which informs us that there 
will be a reſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt and 
of the unjuft, when all fhall be judged according to 
the things done in the body, the righteous made happy 
and the wicked baniſhed to the regions of darknels 
and deſpair. What an intereſting article of our reli- 
gion is this ! How ſolemn the thought that we all 
muſt appear before God, the judge of all the carth, 
who ſees all' our ways, and knows our moſt ſecret 
thoughts, who cannot be deceived and who will not be 
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II. Ir was remarked that a preacher ſhould ad- 
dreſs the reaſon and conſciences of his hearers rather 
than their paſſions. 17 


Ir i is a great miſtake t to ſuppoſe that religion bas 
nothing to do with men's reaſon. It opens a door to 
all the extravagance of tanaticiſm ; for reaſon can bare 
no influence upon' one, who looks down with contempt 
upon it, and imagines himſelf guided by impulſes, of 
which no reaſonable account can be given. Without 
the exerciſe of reaſon, the ſcriptures which contain the 
rule of our faith and practice, cannot be underſtood, 
It is important that a preacher ſhould endeavor to fhew 
the reaſonableneſs of the doctrines he teaches, and the 
duties he inculcates. I do not mean that he ſhould 
repreſent nothing as an article of faith, which human 
reaſon cannot fully comprehend. This would go 
far towards expunging evety article of natural as well 
as revealed religion from our creeds. With our limit- 
ed capacities we mull oſten be content with a very im- 
perfect knowledge of ſubjects. And reatan ;; may teach 
us to expect that incomprehenſible thing; ſhould be 


found in a divine revelation. It is deſnable therefore 


that people ſhould be convinced of the unreaſonable- 
neſs of that pride, which, leads ſome. to reject with a 
faſtidious, air every thing in religion, which has the 
appearance of myktery, ;. which they either can- 
not comprehend, or will not take the trou- 
ble 


13 

ble to underſtand. And, on the other hand, a 
rational preacher will take care not to multiply myſ- 
teries unneceſſarily; he will not be fond of dealing in 
paradoxes ; but will endeavour to reconcile ſeeming 
contradictions in the ſcriptures, and to ſhew the agree- 
ment of truths, that are apparently inconſiſtent. A 
preacher, who diſdains to reaſon, and aſſerts poſitively, 
may make bigots of the ignorant, but will be likely to 
incur the contempt of the more diſcerning part of his 
hearers. Theſe will be led to ſuſpect that he feels his 
tenets to be indefenſible, or that he judges bem inca- 
pable of apprehending the force of reaſon. In either 
caſe they will not be diſpoſed to hear him with much 
patience. The apoſtle Paul, when he preached, endea- 
voured to enlighten the underſtandings of his hearers : 

ence we read that, when he was at Theflalonica, he 
went into a ſynagogue of the Jews, as his manner 
was, and reaſoned with them out of the ſcriptures, opening 
aud alledzing that Chriſt muſt needs have ſuffered, and 
ri/en again from the dead.“ 


I wouLD not however be underſtood to mean 
that religion bas nothing to do with men's paſſions and 
affections. To ſuppoſe this would be a very pernicious 
miftake, as it would lead people to imagine that reli- 
gion conſiſts in cold ſpeculation, and that it was never 


deſigned to influence their conduct; for knowledge or 
infor- 
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information, that does not intereſt the affections, nor 
move the paſſions, can hardly be ſuppoſed to have a- 
ny influence on a man's practice. A man without 
love or hatred, hope or fear, deſire or averſion, would 
be a very inactive creature, though he were endued 
with the knowledge of an angel. But when the un- 
derſtanding is rightly informed, and the affections and 
paſſions are directed to their proper objects, they are of 
great uſe in religion, as well as in the buſineſs of com- 
mon life. And it is by preſenting important truths to 
the view of the mind that religion aims to move them, 
and to give them a tight direction. It was not by vio- 
lent geſtures, nor noiſy exclamations, that the apoſtle 
Paul excited the paſſion of fear in the heart of Felix; 
but by reaſoning of right eouſneſs, temperance, and 
judgment to come. This reaſoning convinced the 
governor of his guilt and danger, and this conviction 
begat fear. 


III. Ir was remarked that a preacher in addreſ- 
ſing the reaſon and conſciences of his hearers ſhould do 
it in a way that is leaſt likely to provoke oppoſition, 
trom the prejudices and corruptions of their hearts. 


Maxx1xD have naturally prejudices againſt eve- 
ry thing which oppoſes their inclinations. Theſe fre- 
quently hinder truth from having acceſs to their hearts, 


and therefore they ſhould never be encouraged ; but 
5 | care 
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care Thould be taken not to make them more invete- 
rate by the manner in which they are oppoſed. This 
caution, it I miſtake not is exemplified in the caſe be- 
fore us. It is not improbable that the apoſtle had par- 
ticular reſpect to the character of Felix, in the choice 
of the topics on which he diſcourſed before him, but 
he took care to handle them in ſuch a manner, as not 
to give offence. Felix was a very unrighteous gover- 
nor, as appears from his keeping Paul confined in hopes 

that money would have been given him for his releaſe. 


The Jewiſh hiſtorian ſays, that he was guilty of many 
cruel oppreſſions, that his government was a plague to 
all the provinces over which he preſided, and that the 
highprieſt Jonathan was barbarouſly murdered by his 
means for venturing ſometimes to remind him of his 
duty. And Druſilla his wife was a woman, whom he 
had perſuaded to leave her former huſband and to mar- 
Ty bim. A judicious and pungent diſcourſe to him 
therefore, upon righteouſneſs, temperance, and judg- 
ment to come, was not unſeaſonable, nor unneceſlary : 


and 1t was not altogether without effect. Felix trem- 
bled. His own conſcience made the application. 


There is reaſon to believe that his feelings would have 


been more comfortable than they were, if Paul had 


addreſſtd him in a different manner, and, inftead of 
reaſoning on the ſubjects he did, had called bim an 
unjuſt tyrant, a bloody murderer, a cruel oppre ſſor, or 


a vile adulterer. Such harſh terms would have given 


him ſome pretext for remanding Paul to priſon, or ſor 
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order ing him to be chaſtiſed for his inſolence. But it 
does not appear, that Felix diſcovered any reſentment 


againſt the apoſtle for predching the goſpel to him in 


the plain practical manner that he did. If his con- 
{cience reproached him, he could not on that account 
manifeſt reſentment againſt the preacher without pro- 
claiming his own guilt. 


Bur it is time for me to conclude with two or 
three ſhort addrefles ſuited to the occaſion. 

Mr fathers and brethren in the miniſtry will ex- 
cuſe the omiſſion of a formal addreſs to them, feeling, 
as I do, that when advice or counſel is to be given 
them, © Days ſhould ſpeak, and multitude of years 
ſhould teach wiſdom.” I turn therefore to the candi- 


date for ordination, at whole particular requeſt I ſtand 
here this day. | 


I truſt, Dear Sir, that you are not unacquainted 
with the nature of the Chriſtian religion, nor with its 
practical influence upon the heart. It is an arduous 
work, to which you are called, and to which you are 
this day to be ſet apart by prayer, and impoſition of 
the hands of the preſbytery. To perform it in ſuch a 
manner, as to deſerve the eſteem of the wiſe and good, 
but above all, to gain the approbation of your Maſter 
in heaven, ſhould be your conſtant aim, and will re- 


quire 


19 


quire the diligent application of the beſt talents, 
which God has given you. Your lot is caſt ina pace 
where unſtudicd, incoherent declamations wil not be 
generally acceptable. The ſucceſſor of Dr. TuckER 
mult not ze;lect the gift that is in him, if he would be 
reſ>eQable in the eyes of his people; and if he be not 
reſpectable, there is little probability of his being uſe- 
ful. Whatever theory of religious ſentiments you a- 
dopt, let it be the reſult of a careful and impartial ex- 
amination of the oracles of truth. Call no mah maſ- 
ter; or one is your Maſter, even Chris. Pieſume not to 
exerciſe dominion over the faith of your people; but 1 
endeavor to repreſent to them important trutli in the 
moſt convincing light. If ſume of them, as may be 
expected, are tenacious of ſentiments different from 
your own, endeavor to lead them to a right practical 
improvement of thoſe truths, which they hold. But 
you are not to expect your inſtructions to have a good 
effect on your hearers, unleſs you exemp.ify your pre- 


—— — — — — .- - 3 —— Os — - 


cepts in your own conduct. If the important truths, 
you preach to others, do not appear to have any prac- 
tical influence on your life, the beſt reaſoning on the 
moſt important ſubjects of our holy religion will dolittle 
or no good: you will grieve thehearts of the pious, and fill 


the minds of the wicked with prejudices againſt reli- 
gion and its miniſters, It had been better for you 


never to have been born, than that ſuch offences 

ſhould come by you. But, Dear Brother, I am per- 

ſuaded better things of you, even fPUng's that accompauy 
alba ion, 
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ſalvation, though I thus ſpeak. Suffer however the 
word of exhortation : Look well to the ſtate of your 
own heart; exerciſe yourſelf unto godlineſs, and with 
the holy and humble apoſt'e Paul ſear leſt by any 


means aſter you have preached unto others, you your- 
ſelf ſhould be a caſtaway, 


Bx ETHREN of this church and congregation, 


We truſt that the Lord is now giving you a paſ- 
tor who will feed you with knowledge and undetſtand- 
ing, and who will be an example to the flock. Let 
me entreat you to hear him with candor. This is a 
duty, which you owe not only ta him, but to your- 
ſelves. You cannot reaſonably expect to profit by his 
miniſtry, if you do not. You are not inſenſible that 
it is an arduous work he is undertaking ; and you will 
not expect to find him without imperfection. He 
will need your prayers, and every aſſiſtance you can 

give him in the diſcharge of his duty, You have 
| had opportunity of being acquainted with him, and 
I am perſuaded you do not look upon him as a man of 
a doubtful or ſuſpicious character. But you are not 
for this reaſon to place an implicit confidence in his 
doctrine or example. While be maintains the dignity, 
and purity of character, which become his ſacred 
office, treat him with kindneſs, and endeavour to 
ſtrengthen 
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| firengthen his hands. In fo doing you may indulge 
the pleaſing hope that the great Head of the church 
will make him a bleſſing to you and to your children. 


FINALLY, 


LET the intereſting ſubjects of the Goſpel arreſt 
the attention of every ſoul in this aſſembly. Let us 
never flatter ourſelves that we ſhall be ſaved by Chriſt, 
if we live in violation of the ſacred laws of righteouſ- 
neſs and temperance. Let -impenitent finners trem- 
ble, when they hear of a judgment to come, and let 
them be perſuaded by the terrors of that awful day to 
be reconciled unto God, that they may be found ef 
their Judge in peace. 


A M E N. 
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IT having pleaſed the great Ruler and Governor 
of the world to lead the chriſtian ſociety in this place 
into the choice of you six to be their paſtor, and to 
incline you to accept of their invitation ; we have by 
prayer and the impoſition of hands, and in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by virtue of authority 
derived from him; ordained and ſeparated you, to the 
great, the important and honorable work of the goſpel 


miniſtry : And we have eſpecially committed to you 


the care and overſight of this church and congre- 


gation. 


Yov will now as our brother in Chriſt, receive 
trom 
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from us the exhortation and ſolemn charge which 
muſt be given you. 


TAKE heed then to the miniſtry which thou haſt 
received of the Lord that thou fulfil it. 


Patacn the word, Be inſtant in ſeaſon and 
out of fealon, 


Ix this part of your work, ſtudy to ſhew thyſelf 
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not be 
aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth; and by 
manifeſtation of the truth commend yourſelf to eve- 
ry man's conſcience in the fight of God. 


In doctrine ſhew uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, 
tound ſpeech that cannot be condemned. 


Si vx no heed to fables—to thoſe things which 
will miniſter diſputes rather than that godly edifying 
which is in Chriſt ; but preach the great doctrines and 
dutics of the goſpel. 


As a wile ſteward give to every one his portion in 
due ſeaſon, keep back nothing profitable from your 


hearers, and ſhun not to declare the whole courlel of 
God. 


In order hereunto, give yourſelf to reading, 
meditation and prayer. STUDY 
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Srupr the BIBLE, the only rule of faith and 
practice. And as this is given by inſpiration of God, 
is profitable for all things—for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction and inſtruction in righteouſneſs. It directs 
us in all, we owe to God, our fellow men and our- 
ſelves ; and is able to make tie man of God the 
miniſter of Chriſt perfect, thoroughly furniſhed 
unto every good work. Meditate hereupon that your 
profiting may appear to all. 


Give yourſelf to prayer as well as to reading and 
meditation. Let it be your daily, your conſtant buſi- 
neſs. Goto the throne of grace for the divine bleſ- 
ſing, upon yourſelf and people, and pray always with 
all prayer, watching thereunto with all perſeverance, 


AxD as you are now authorized to adminiſter the 
ſacraments of the new teſtament, baptiſm and the Lord's 
ſupper, you will adhere cloſely to the ſacred inſtitutions. 
While you diſcountenance the bold, immoral, aad pro- 
fane, you will treat the fearful and doubting chriſt ian 
with all tenderneſs. Herein imitating our bleſſed 
Lord and moſt compaſſionate high prieſt, who being 
in all points tempted like as we are, and yet without 
fin, was touched with the feeling of dur infirmities, 


and did not break the bruiſed reed, or quench the 
ſmoaking flax. 


You are to preſide in the government of the 
Church, 
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church, let it be done with © widdom and 
integrity. Diſpenſe the diſcipline of God's houſe 
when occaſion cal's for it. Know the face of no man 
after the fleſh, never {ear the face of any. Do nothing 


through prejudice or partiality, and lord it not over the 
heritage of your God. 


As you will have the ſame power we are now ex- 
erciſing to ſeparate others to the work of the miniſtry,ſo 
we exhort you to commit this truſt to faithful men who 
ſhall be able to teach others alſo : And never commit it 
to any but thoſe who evidence they are under the habi- 
tual influence of our holy religion, and who maintain a 
good converſation in Chriſt. 


EnDpeavor to know the ſlate of your flock, 
Watch for their fouls as one who mult hereafter give 
an account. Attend to their various circumſtances, 
diſpoſitions and temptations. Remember the ſervant 
of the Lord muſt not ftrive but be gentle unto all 
men; apt to teach, patient; in meekneſs, inſtruct- 
ing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure 
will give them repentance to the acknowledging 
of the truth. . 


Wa muſt charge you SIR that you. take 
heed to yourlelf—to your conduct: That your con- 
verlation be according to the goſpel,and your life ex- 

D emplary. 
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emplary. Let it be your aim that your inſtructions 
from the pulpit are recommended by your example 
out of it. Ever go before 'the flock as a pattern of 
good works. Be an example to them in converſations 
charity, faith and purity; giv ng no offence in any 
thing that the miniſtry be not blamed. And endeayv: 
or eſpecially to exerciſe di cretion and prudence ; as 
knowing that would you promote the inter eſt of Chriſt's 
kingdom you mult deal prudently. ; 


CUuLTIVATSE a friendly, benevolent and catholic 
temper. Poſſeſſing this, your friendſhip and ſympathy 
will not be confined to your own people but extended 
to others; and particularly to your brethren in the 
miniſtry. It will prevent you fiom treating them 
with unkindneſs, invading their charge, or hearkenirg, 
to the caprice and malevolence of the weak, the bi- 
gotted and abandoned; and lead you to be a comfort - 
er to them and fellow-work er with them unto the 


kingdom of God. 

Ix a word. You will bear upon your mind, that 
in your miniſterial warfare, difficulties and tiials are 
to be expected. Be not diſcouraged. He who bath cal. 
led you to this work and now ſends you,hath ſaid lo] am 
with you. Your ſufficiency is of God. Be ſtrong in the grace 
which 1 is inChriſt Jeſus. *Your work is With the Lord, and 
your reward with your God. Let none of theſe things, 

none 
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none of the troubles you may experience move you, 
neither count your life dear unto yourſelf, ſo that you 


may finiſh your courſe with joy, and the miniſtry you 
have received of the Lord to teſtify the goſpel of the 
grace of God. Be faithful unto death and God will 
give you a crown of life, O may you long be a rich 
bleſſing to this people nd their children; and after 
having turned many to righteouſneſs, ſhine as the 


brightneſs of the firmament, and as the ſtars for ever 
and ever, 


Now unto HIM that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the preſence 
of his glory with exceeding Joy: To the only wiſe 
GOD our SAVIOUR, be glory and majeſty, domi- 
nion and power, both now and ever. 
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WHEN our Saviour was on earth, there were 
different ſects among tbe Jews, which had ſprung from 
different heads, and which had ſome peculiar character 
to diſtinguiſh them from one another. I he ſcholars 
of the ſeveral great Rabbies had ſome dilcriminating 
opinions, modes, and ſayings, by which they might be 
known to be diſciples of particular maſters, And each 
father of an academy in the Heathen World was ambi- 
tious of impreſſing on the minds of his diſciples ſome 
philoſophical notions, and fingular tenets, by a pro- 
feſſion of which they might be known to be his follows. 
ers. 


IN 
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I alluſton t6+ theſe” diſtinctions of ſects and 
ſchools, our Sopiour gave his followers a new Commands 
ment. A. new. Cemmandmeut (ſays he) 1 give unto vou, 
that ye loug one another ; not that it was ab/e/ute'y ne W. 
for it is a branch of the Law of: Nature, and we find 
it among the Laws of M; but it was fo much en- 
larged by our Saviour, as to the c&jef, beyond what 
either the Jews or Heathens underſtood it, and made 
ſuch a diſtinguiſhing iterion of his religion, that it 
may well be called a yew Commandment. 


Ir is then the peculi ar excellence of Cpriſti auit 'y, 
that it carries the Law of Benevolence to the noble 
height of improvement. Goodnels is the very genius 
of the Goſpel. It we attend to the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of this incomparable, inſtitution, we find that the 
ſpirit of benignity breathes in all of them: They tend 
to reſtrain and ſuppreſs all unſocial and malevolent paſ- 
ſons, and to promote the culture and improvement of 
the kind and friendly ones. So that the Religion of the 
Cel may, by way of diſtinction, be called the Religion 
of Benevolence. It enjoins /ove; upon every chtiſtian, 
to all men, eſpecially to the houſehold of faith. 


Cunts rrAxs are to remember that there i one 
body, the Church, and one. ſpirit; one Lord, ont faith, 
one baptiſm, one God and Father of all; and that 
they are all called in one bore of their calling; they 
ſhould thergfore endeavour to keep the unity of tht ſpi- 

it 
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rit in thr bnd of pritee, and to trat ir love. This ef- 
pecially ſnould be the endeavour of the Miniſters of 
Jeius Chriſt. They ſhould cultivate a fincere affect ion 
not only for thote who are their brethren in the faith 
aud hope of the Golpel, but particularly for thoſe who 
are their brethren in te, and their fellow helpers to 
the truth; and unite together in the bonds of panes 
and friendſhip. 


Tars union and affection among them is expreſ- 
ſed by the right band of fel/owſhip : Wherefore, in the 
naine, and at the defire of my Reverend Brethren the 
paſtors of the Churches met in council on the preſent 
occaſion, I give you, dear Sir, thts right band; hereby 
publickly teſtifying, that, being ſatisfied with your 
qualifications for the miniſterial work, we do chearfully 
concur with the choice which this Church and Con- 


gregation have made of you to be their paſtor. We 


bid you welcome into the Goſpel vineyard as our com- 
panion and fellow-labourer- in the kingdom and pati- 
ence of Jeſus Chriſt. We promiſe you our ready ad- 
vice and brotherly aſſiſtance ; while we expect the 
ſame kind offices from you, as oceafion may require. 


Heavy we allo expreſs the affect ionate feelings 
* our hearts towards you, cordia! ly wiſhing that you 
may be a rich bleſſing in the Church of God, and par- 
al in this place ng you may N fhine with 
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increaſing brightneſs in this Candleſtick; that you 
may imbibe and exhibit a great degree of the amiable 
temper and diſpoſition of your excellent “ predeceſſor ; 
—and that at length, after having been inſtrumental 
of turning many to righteouſneſs, you may ſhine in 
the celeſtial regions as the brightneſs uf the firmament, 
and as a ſtar for ever and ever. 


BaETHREN of this Church and Congregation, 


WE the elders and meflengers of the Churches 
invited here, congratulate you on the preſent occaſion. 
It would indeed have added to the joy and gladnefs of 
our hearts, if * ſome worthy perſons, members of 
this Society, who are now abſent, would have entirely 
concurred with you in the buſineſs of this day.“ Our 
earneſt wiſh and prayer is, that the harmony which 
formerly ſubfiſted between you and them may be ſpee- 
duy reſtored; and that you may with one heart and 
one mouth glority God. 


Wr ſincerely rejoice with you, that you have one 
of ſuch hopes ſet oyer you in the Lord. While he 1s 
labouring 
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* The Rev: Dr. Joan TuckEx, in whom a penetrating genius and ſolid 


judgment ; mecknefs and moderation, unaffected piety and univerſal benevolence - 


were happily joined, and eminently conſpicuous, After having with great pro- 
priety and fidelity diſcharged the duties of his miniſterial office, daring - forty -ſix 
years, he died on the 224 March, 1792, in the 74 4 year of bie age, beloved, bo- 


noured, lame ed. 
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labouring to promòte the welfare of your ſouls, eſteem 
him highly in love for his work fake... Bear him on 
your minds in prayer to the throne of grace: Pray 
for his comfort and peace among you, and that his 
miniſterial labour and ſervice in the vineyard of Chriſt 
may be.crowned with ſucceſs here, and 4 glorious Har- 
veſt hereafter. Cultivate æ kind, peaceable, friendly, 
candid diſpoſition towards him; and keep at the ut- 
moſt : dĩſtance from all ungenerous or unjuſt inſinua- 
tions, which would tend to leſſen his character, or 

nlefulneſ . 7 * ben os: 


_ * 


Mar that wildom which is from above deſcend 
into your hearts. May you abound in love towards 


one another, and towards your paſtor; and kriow by 


conftant experience, how n and plealant it it 15 to 
duel! pod ata: 

f INALLY.. May tue ings: mind be in you 
which was in Chriſt Jeſus: It the ſame ſpirit dwell 
in you'that did in Him, the ſpirit of benevolence and 


love, He will own you as bis genuine diſciples, and 
give you Lereaſter an abundant ebfrante into that 


hippy world which hath no variance to diſturb its 
peace, but where uninterrupted harmony and love 


forever Nr 
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